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           MINUTES OF WORK SESSION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF YOUNGTOWN, AZ 

THURSDAY, January 15, 2009, TOWN CLUBHOUSE, 12033 CLUBHOUSE SQUARE 
 
1. Call to Order Mayor LeVault called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call  Council present:  Mayor Michael LeVault, Vice Mayor Jacob Duran, Councilmembers Lucille  
   Retheford, Margaret Chittenden, Dorena Mello, Shirley Oglesby, and Susan MacKay. 
   Staff present:  Town Manager Lloyce Robinson, Town Attorney Anja Wendel, Chief of Police 
   Kimberly Johnson, Public Works Manager Mark Hannah, Finance Officer Jackie Hoffman,  
   Building Safety Inspector John Stigsell, Library Assistant Nancy Lewis, and Town Clerk  
   Letty Goldberg. 
 
3. Business 

A. Discussion Re:   Possible increases in construction valuations and related permit and plan review 
fees to cover more of the costs of building safety services (HANNAH/STIGSELL).   

Building Safety Inspector Stigsell 
 I am recommending a new permit valuation guide that was developed by the City of 

Phoenix using information from construction companies on what it costs to do certain 
jobs.  The permit applicant comes in and wants to give me a lower amount because 
they know the fee is based on the valuation.  If they are doing the work themselves they 
give the cost of materials but not the labor and labor is part of the valuation.   I would 
like the ability to use either the valuation list or a contract.  I would also like to have a 
fire permit so that an inspection would take place to determine if plans are required 
before doing the repairs.  It would expedite the process of rebuilding.  

Councilmember Mello 
 When were the valuations done?  You do need some kind of guide that includes labor 

and cost of materials. 
Mr. Stigsell 

 2008 (date of valuations from City of Phoenix) 
Councilmember Chittenden 

 I have a question regarding roofs.  Why does a rolled roof cost more? 
Councilmember Mello 

 The materials cost more. 
Town Manager Robinson 

 Nick R. from Willdan suggested a similar tool when he was doing building safety 
inspections for us last year.  For example a patio estimated at $250 on inspection fees 
clearly cost much more even in materials.   

Councilmember Retheford 
 What is “u occupancy”? 

Mr. Stigsell  
 It is a utility structure such as garage or storage shed. 

Councilmember Mello 
 Nice breakout.  This clarifies the differences in remodeling and reconstruction. 

Councilmember Chittenden 
 Public aren’t aware of what (remodeling) needs permitting. 

Mr. Stigsell 
 I have created a pamphlet explaining what requires a permit and the process for 

obtaining a permit. 
Mr. Hannah 

 We should put this information on the Town website and in the Village Reporter.  
Perhaps a series of articles on the different parts of the process. 

Mayor LeVault 
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 Residents know we are basically a Monday through Friday 8 to 4 Town.  They do things 
when no one is looking. 

Mr. Stigsell 
 It is hard to catch remodels. 

Mayor LeVault 
 Need to disclose this to residents. 

Councilmember Mello 
 Residents need to know if it isn’t permitted, it doesn’t count in adding value to your 

residence. 
Town Marshall Dan Connelly 

 We currently have three cases being prosecuted for no permit.  One even wanted an 
inspection after it was discovered he had no permit.   

Councilmember Mello 
 This should be passed.  The sooner, the better.  Spring is popular for remodels.   

Town Attorney Wendel 
 We can prepare an Ordinance for Council to consider.  If passed, it would take affect in 

30 days. 
Mayor LeVault 

 Place this on the regular agenda for February 5, 2009.   
Mr. Stigsell 

 While we are discussing fees we should look at developer impact fees.   
Town Attorney Wendel 

 Are you through discussing permit fees?  This is another agenda item. 
Councilmember Mello 

 You are proposing a minimum of $37 not $75 using the valuation schedule? 
Mr. Stigsell 

 We are using fees from a building code from 1997. 
Mayor LeVault 

 Plan review fee is based on the permit fee – 65%. 
Mr. Stigsell 

 I’m not recommending a change in plan review fees.  These are pretty typical.  Plans 
are required for new construction or remodeling. 

Mayor LeVault 
 Bring back to Council to adopt the valuation guide, adopt the new fee schedule and a 

refund policy, with an emergency clause. 
Mr. Stigsell 

 Refund of fees should be 80% if no work has been started on the project.  Inspection 
within 180 days, project done in one year.  Extension must be requested before permit 
expires with a 50% permit fee for the extension. 

 
B. Discussion Re:  Possible increases in development fees to offset the costs of providing necessary 

public services and possible modifications to the Town infrastructure improvements plan 
(HANNAH/STIGSELL).   

Mr. Stigsell 
 Developer impact fees are part of a developer agreement.  It is an infrastructure 

improvement plan that serves the people. 
Mayor LeVault 

 We need to anticipate and update our impact fees.  Costs of new development.  Staff 
needs to pull together more information and come back to a work session.  Fees must 
be spent where fees are generated – impacting services like police and library. 

Councilmember Retheford 
 Fees are negotiable anyway. 

Attorney Wendel 
 Fees are usually negotiated during a re-zoning request.  No re-zone, better to have fees 

in place. 
 

4. Citizens Comments/Appearances from the floor:    
None.  
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Announcement of next Work Session and Regular Council Meeting:  Thursday, January 15, 2009 immediately following 
Work Session.  
 

Adjournment.  
 Motion to adjourn – Councilmember Chittenden 
 Second – Councilmember Mello 
 Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       /s/ Michael LeVault___________ 

       Michael LeVault, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Letty Goldberg____________ 
Letty Goldberg, Town Clerk 
 
Minutes approved at the February 5, 2009 Regular Meeting.   

 
 
 

  
 


