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Other Important Items on the Ballot in November
By RON DEADMAN
ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF

SUN CITY FIRE 
AND MEDICAL

It is already 

September and most 

voters have their sights 

set on November. 

While there is a big 

match up at the top of 

the ticket for President 

and United States 

Senate, voters should 

remember to review 

their entire ballot and 

make their vote heard 

on all local issues. 

For example, one 

important issue that 

will appear further 

down the ballot is the 

Sun City Fire Bond. 

For the first time in 

its history, the Sun 

City Fire District 

is going out for a 

bond to address our 

current public safety 

and emergency needs 

including:

• New emergency 

medical equipment

• Replacing 

or refurbishing 

emergency response 

vehicles

• Replacing or 

refurbishing fire 

engines and a ladder 

truck

• Replacing 

worn out and aging 

equipment

• Constructing a 

new fire station to 

replace Station 133 

originally built in 1966

• Improvements to 

existing facilities

• Paying all costs in 

connection with the 

issuance and sale of 

the Bonds

Emergency response 

calls in the district 

have increased by 11 % 

from the year before 

– a total of more than 

14,000 emergency 

response calls. The 

proposed bond was 

referred to the voters 

by the elected Sun 

City Fire District 

Board to keep up with 

demand and keep 

response times low.

The proposal is a 

total of $10 million 

in general obligation 

bonds to be sold 

and be paid back 

over 20 years. The 

average annual tax 

rate per $100 of 

assessed value will 

be estimated at $0.21. 

Arizona Department 

of Revenue estimates 

full cash value of a 

residence within the 

district at $78,890, 

meaning the average 

tax impact for a 

homeowner in the 

district is estimated 

at $16.57 per year or 

approximately $1.38 

per month. 

If the November 8, 

2016 bond election is 

successful, the District 

expects to sell bonds 

by means of a phased 

bonding program. The 

interest rate borne by 

the bonds would be 

determined by market 

conditions that exist 

at the time of sale, but 

in no event would the 

maximum interest rate 

on the bonds exceed 7 % 

per annum. 

Current projections 

assume a 5 % average 

annual interest rate. 

Repayment of both 

principal and interest 

on bonds would 

occur over a period 

of not to exceed 

twenty (20) years 

from their issuance. 

The estimated total 

cost of the proposed 

bond authorization, 

including principal 

and interest, is 

$16,302,167.

On or around 

October 1, 2016, 

voters will receive a 

publicity pamphlet 

in their mailbox. The 

pamphlet can also be 

found at http://www.

suncityfire.com/2016-

fire-bond-election/. 

Early voting 

for the November 

Election will start on 

October 12th. Voters 

have plenty of time 

to do their research 

and make informed 

decisions on the entire 

ballot – including the 

local issues.

Please take the time 

to learn more about 

the Sun City Fire Bond 

and make your voice 

heard in November. 
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Council Meeting
7 p.m. Sept. 15

Youngtown Council 

Chambers

Citizens’ Dog Park of 
Youngtown Meeting

9 a.m. Sept. 17

United Methodist 

Church

Council Meeting
7 p.m. Oct.. 6

Youngtown Council 

Chambers

Council Meeting
7 p.m. Oct. 20

Youngtown Council 

Chambers

Annual G.A.I.N. 
Event

4 to 8 p.m. Oct. 28

Greer Park

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS

Lights Out! (Or, at least more 
to keep them burning)

Arizona Public  Service has 

initiated a residential rate case, 

which will impact Youngtown and 

its neighbors as well.   

There are two main portions of a 

rate case, the revenue requirement 

or “the size of the pie” and the rate 

design, which is how the pie will 

be cut up. 

The size requested this time 

around is $166 million annually, a 

5.74 percent net increase of what APS 

is currently charging its customers 

annually. If approved by the ACC 

as proposed, the average monthly 

bill for residential customers would 

increase 7.96 percent, from $139.32 

to $150.41. This will be resolved 

as the facts are debated throughout 

the case.

The most controversial issue 

however, is APS’s request to initiate 

“Mandatory Demand Charges.”  

Demand charges bill customers 

based on the maximum amount of 

electricity they use in one short time 

period during each billing cycle. 

Utilities have described demand 

charges as a way to make sure 

that customers pay their fair share 

for the burden they place on the 

electric grid. Critics argue that 

demand charges can unfairly saddle 

customers who use little energy 

with high bills, based on infrequent 

usage spikes. One high spike each 

month could essentially wipe out 

the other measures consumers have 

taken to reduce electricity use or 

generate their own electricity with 

solar.

APS currently offers a Demand 

Charge rate as an option. Most 

customers either have no idea it 

existed or certainly don’t understand 

how to utilize the complicated 

methodology to save on their energy 

bill. APS should institute a two 

to three year education program 

for users prior to instituting any 

type “mandatory” demand charge 

program. Transition and education 

are key. I t  is  too early in the 

process to impose “mandatory” 

demand charges on “all” ratepayers, 

particularly the traditional non-

solar rooftop customers. One step 

at a time here.

Please  ca l l  and wri te  the 
Commissioners with your concerns 
and petitions against “Mandatory 
Demand Rates.” It’s all about 
you. You must get involved, or pay 
the price…

Commissioner Bob Burns

602-542-3682 - rburns@azcc.gov 

Commissioner Bob Stump

602-542-3935 - bstump@azcc.gov 

Commissioner Doug Little

602-542-0745 - dlittle@azcc.gov 

Commissioner Tom Forese

602-542-3933 - tforese@azcc.gov 

Commissioner Andy Tobin

602-542-3625 - atobin@azcc.gov 

1200 W. Washington 

Second Floor

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Always list the Docket number 

when corresponding with the 

Commission:

DOCKET – E-01345A-16-0036.

Sample Letter:

Docket:  E-01345A-16-0036

Date:  _______________________

Bob Burns

Commissioner

Arizona Corporation Commission

Commissioners Wing

1200 W. Washington - 2nd Floor

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Mr. Burns:

As an APS ratepayer and Youngtown Resident, I strongly object to the APS 

recommendation for Mandatory Demand Charges.  

With this mandatory demand charge, it could produce radically different 

charges every month.  All of a sudden we would have spiked our kilowatt 

usage way up from what it normally is for a short period of time, but yet we 

are going to get stuck with a larger bill for that.  I don’t think that’s right.

Residential demand charges are currently available as a choice.  That is 

exactly where they belong.    

Please vote against Mandatory Demand Charges.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Greg Eisert
Director, Chairman Government Affairs
Sun City Home Owners Association (SCHOA)

(Waste)water under the bridge??
EPCOR has submitted their initial 

case to the Arizona Corporation 

Commission for an increase in 

Wastewater Rates for their five 

districts throughout the state. This 

case is scheduled to take about ten 

or so months to complete before 

the Commissioners decide what our 

actual new rates will be.

EPCOR was  a sked  by  the 

Commission to present three different 

scenarios of how to divide the total 

cost of service revenue required to 

operate their business. In other words, 

they want to look at changing the way 

the costs are allocated and how we 

are billed.

Each district’s rates are currently 

based on their costs of operation. 

The new proposal from EPCOR asks 

to put all the costs into a melting pot 

and then divide them by the number 

of customers – A Social Engineering 

approach.

We can go on and on about how 

this is likely illegal and how all past 

commissions have thrown this cost 

shift method out the window and so 

on. But suffice it to say, EPCOR is 

proposing the residents of the Sun 

City District (Sun City & Youngtown), 

subsidize the other districts to the tune 

of just under five million dollars 

($5,000,000.00) per year.

EPCOR is requesting, of the 

Commission, a Sun City District rate 

of $25.03, which is what EPCOR has 

determined, is the fair value rate for 

our “longstanding” district. EPCOR 

then proposes we consolidate all their 

districts into one and our consolidated 

rate will only go up to over $40.00/

mo. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist 

to see this is totally bogus.

No matter how EPCOR attempts to 

spin this – DON’T BELIEVE IT!

Every citizen of Youngtown & Sun 

City must write to the Commissioners 

stating your objection to EPCOR’s 

suggested full consolidation folly. 

We have been told “Numbers Do 

Count.” Therefore, IF WE DON’T 
DELIVER a ton of letters …WE 
WILL PAY!!!

 A. You can go to the following link, 

fill in the short form and enter your 

opinion. You will need the Docket 
Number: WS-01303A-16-0145. 

http://eservice.azcc.gov/Utilities/

PublicComment

B.  You can send a letter directly 

to each Commissioner – or just one 

– That’s OK. Always note the docket 

number:  Docket Number WS-
01303A-16-0145.

Contact Information for ACC 

Commissioners is:

Andy Tobin, 602-542-3625

tobin-web@azcc.gov

Tom Forese, 602-542-3933

foresee-web@azcc.gov

Doug Little, 602-542-0745

little-web@azcc.gov

Bob Stump, 602-542-3935

stump-web@azcc.gov

Bob Burns, 602-542-3682

rburns-web@azcc.gov

T h e  A r i z o n a  C o r p o r a t i o n 

Commission address is Commissioners 

Wing, 1200 W. Washington Street, 

Phoenix, AZ  85007-2996.

Sample Letter:

As an EPCOR ratepayer and Youngtown Resident, I strongly object to 

EPCOR’s recommendation for full consolidation of the EPCOR wastewater 

districts. 

EPCOR shows their cost of service for our district is approximately $25.00/

month and the consolidated rate would be over $40.00/month for our district 

ratepayers.  

We have never shied away from our responsibility to earn our way and pay 

for the costs we incur.  

We should not be forced to subsidize the other districts. This is the USA after 

all.

Please “vote against full consolidation!”

Greg Eisert
Director, Chairman Government Affairs
Sun City Home Owners Association (SCHOA)
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New Hours - 
We are now 

open at 9 a.m. 
every day!

Starting last month, 

our new hours are 

Monday – Wednesday, 

and Friday, 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 

a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This month we celebrate Grandparent’s 

Day, Hat Day, and National Elephant Appre-

ciation Day!

Library Services:
The Youngtown Public Library is your 

information resource, offering many services, 

including: 

•  FREE Wi-Fi 

•  Six Public Computers 

•  All the latest videos! They can be checked 

 out for FREE for one week

•  FREE Resume Assistance

•  FREE Tax Forms

•  FREE Chilton Auto Repair Manuals

•  FREE Legal Forms

•  FREE Career Information

•  FREE Genealogy/Ancestry resources

•  FREE National Geographic

•  FREE World Book Encyclopedia

•  GED Study Guide Reference Book 

•  Copies $ .15 each

The Library also offers a large selection 

of books, including large print, DVDs, VHS, 

magazines and newspapers.

Friends of the Library Meeting:
Our next “Friends of the Library” meeting 

will be Friday, Sept. 16, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in 

the Library.

Book Club:
Come join the Book Club. The next 

meeting is 10 a.m. Sept. 16. This month we 

will be discussing “The Rosie Project” by 

Graeme Simision.

This “Scaredy Cats” blanket is being 

raffled off next month. Tickets are two for 

$1.00.

Craft Corner:
The Craft Corner has been going strong 

through the hot summer months. The 

Youngtown Clubhouse is nice and cool from 

6 to 8 p.m. every Monday night for people 

working on craft projects.  

On Aug. 8, eight Craft Corner women 

enjoyed dinner at Mercers’ Restaurant, and 

then returned to the Youngtown Clubhouse 

for Craft Corner. At right are samples of adult 

coloring done at the Craft Corner. Questions, 

please call Betty Trollen at 623-974-9130.

Library Hours:
Regular Library hours: Monday 

– Wednesday, and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Location:
Both the Library and Museum are located 

in Clubhouse Square, between Alabama and 
Youngtown Avenues, just west of 112th Av-
enue. 

For additional information about the Li-
brary, Museum, or history of Youngtown, 
check us out on the Youngtown website, 
www.youngtownaz.org, under “Our Servic-
es,” or call 623-974-3401.

Friends of the 
Youngtown Library
For the month of September, we are having 

another HUGE BAG SALE! We recently received 
a large donation of good quality used materials, 
so come in and browse our books and videos, 
and fill your bag for only $3.00!

You can become a member of the Friends 
of the Library. Dues are $10.00 per year and 
meetings are the third Friday of every other 
month. Our next meeting is Friday, September 
15th at 9:00 a.m. in the Youngtown Library.

Youngtown Public Library News...

To submit your article, e-mail it to:
jamieboyett@cox.net

The right to accept or reject material rests with the publication editor

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Last month’s coloring contest winners:



Public Works is defined as a broad 

category of infrastructure projects, financed 

and constructed by the government, for 

recreational, employment, and health and 

safety uses in the greater community. 

They include public buildings, transport 

infrastructure, public spaces, public services, 

and other, usually long-term, physical assets 

and facilities. Though often interchangeable 

with public infrastructure and public capital, 

Public Works does not necessarily carry 

an economic component, thereby being a 

broader term.

The Public Works Manager is responsible 

for managing the many different projects and 

facilities funded by the town, and which in 

most cases are intended for use by the citizens 

of the town. These projects and facilities are 

broad in scope, which include parks, road 

construction, municipal facility maintenance, 

storm water pollution prevention, etc.

The specific duties of a Public Works 

Manager can vary from town to town, but 

they are generally quite broad in scope. 

Essentially, the manager is in charge of 

managing the many aspects of budgeting, 

planning, constructing, and maintaining all 

town-funded projects and facilities intended 

for public use. 

A Public Works Manager in a small town, 

such as Youngtown, is extensively involved 

in every public project, which the town 

carries out. Conversely, a Public Works 

Director in a large city may oversee a team of 

managers who in turn attend to the details of 

individual projects.

The specific duties of a Public Works 

Technician are varied and wide in scope. The 

technicians will operate heavy equipment 

such as tractors, backhoe’s and street 

sweeping machinery. They perform repairs 

that involve skills found in the construction 

field such as landscaping, asphalt repairs, 

concrete repair, street sign installation, 

painting, drywall, plumbing, electrical, 

welding, mechanical and fabricating. 

They are jacks of all trades and masters of 

some. Public Works Technicians in a small 

town, such as Youngtown, have a great deal 

of public contact, requiring friendliness and 

great customer service skills.

Intersections: All intersections in Town 

that have a stop sign require that the driver 

come to a FULL STOP at that intersection. 

Rolling through a stop sign is illegal. The 

Public Works Department has witnessed 

MCSO stopping vehicles that roll through 

stop signs. 

Do the right thing and come to a full stop. 

Not only will you do your part to help your 

community be safer, you may avoid a traffic 

citation, or worse, an accident. 

G.A.I.N. Event: We look forward to the 

annual G.A.I.N. event being held at Town 

Square on October 28th from 4 – 8 p.m. The 

Public Works Department will attend the 

event to assist with facilitation. 

We look forward to meeting you. Keep 

smiling, see you around Town.
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In the Works...

West Valley Genealogical Society...

MARTY
MOSBRUCKER

PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER

Monthly Meeting:

The West Valley Genealogical 

Society’s next monthly meeting will 

be held at 1:30 p.m. on September 

12th at the First Presbyterian 

Church.

This month’s featured speaker 

is the Director of the Arizona 

State Archives, Melanie Sturgeon. 

Melanie works with Arizona’s state 

and local government agencies 

to identify and preserve their 

permanent and historical records. 

Melanie holds a Ph.D in History, 

is an accomplished educator, 

and serves on numerous boards 

such as the Arizona Women’s 

History Alliance and the Arizona 

Genealogical Advisory Board. She 

will present on a topic “I Do! I Don’t! 
I Died! Using Court Records in 
Family History Research” and 

will share her expertise on how to 

access many underutilized court 

records including water disputes, 

inquests, criminal cases and others 

to help researchers break down that 

proverbial brick wall.

 

Membership Opportunities:

This is a reminder that there is still 

time to take advantage of a partial 

year membership being offered 

by the West Valley Genealogical 

Society & Library. This special 

$25.00 membership, which covers 

July through December, is extended 

to New Members Only. 

This is a valuable opportunity 

and we welcome you to begin or 

to further your family research. In 

the state-of-the-art computer lab, 

members have access to Ancestry, 

World Vital Records and the New 

England Historic Genealogical 

Society’s portal, all combining to 

provide thousands of family history 

resources. 

The library is exceptional; in 

fact, it is the largest operating 

genealogical library in the state. Its 

16,500+ books and thousands of 

other media resources cover all 50 

states and many other countries. 

If you’re curious about your 

ancestors, please take advantage 

of this special membership offer 

and join this friendly group of 

researchers. Would you like to 

visit first? Free library tours are 

available monthly. Also offered is 

a $5.00 Daily Fee.  

Educational Opportunities:
The West Valley Genealogical 

Society/Library is offering the 

following educational opportunities 

for September:

  

• Special Research Evening: 

September 15th, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

This is an informal, friendly 

gathering where you’ll have an 

opportunity to visit with others 

interested in family history 

research. 

Assistance is available to help 

you access Ancestry and other 

databases or you can peruse the 

extensive library collections. Bring 

a sack dinner; beverage and dessert 

provided for a $3.50 donation.

• N o v i c e  G e n e a l o g y : 

September 24th, 10:00 a.m. -

12:30 p.m. This class is designed 

for those who are new to family 

history research or those who 

may benefit from a refresher on 

using the basic resources. Join an 

experienced genealogist who will 

cover using many records such as 

church, military, pension, and the 

census. Learn how to find and use 

these resources to begin building 

your family tree. Class registration 

required at www.azwvgs.org click 

Store/Classes or Events/Classes.

• F r e e  L i b r a r y  To u r : 

September 26th, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

Please join the Librarian as she 

guides you through the largest 

operating genealogical library in 

Arizona. In addition to books, 

maps, and obituaries, the library 

holds thousands of other family 

history resources. You’ll also visit 

the state-of-the-art computer lab 

where access to Ancestry, World 

Vital Records, and other valuable 

databases are available. Limited to 

12 registrants.

To register for a class, upcoming 

event, or to learn more about the 

Society, visit www.azwvgs.org, or 

call 623-933-4945.Melanie Sturgeon



6 Youngtown Village Reporter   September 2016

Citizens’ Dog Park of Youngtown Update...
News You Can Use: Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

NW corner of 113th and Alabama Avenues
Open: Monday through Sunday

6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Hopefully pet owners and their furry family mem-

bers are enjoying the “slightly cooler” days at the Dog 

Park!

The grass looks nice and green to welcome the dogs 

who are enjoying the open areas to chase balls and 

frisbees! Some dogs come to take a break from being 

therapy and service dogs. Where would we be without 

the love and support of our pets? They love you no 

matter what!

Please continue to donate at the following businesses 

that are assisting the committee in purchasing much-

needed amenities for the Park; Koppy’s Body Shop, 

Town Tobacco, and the Youngtown Library. Dona-

tions may be brought into the Youngtown Town Hall 

at 12030 Clubhouse Square – Monday through Friday, 

from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Checks must be written out to 

the Town of Youngtown with the memo section filled 

out for Citizens’ Dog Park.

Five years have passed since the first grass roots 

group of residents came together and went through the 

process of planning and discussion on a place for the 

Dog Park. It has been three years since the fence was 

installed for dividing the space for large and small dogs 

to enjoy. Now the park has some beautiful trees, bushes 

and benches for all to enjoy. Our Dog Park is some-

thing to be proud of!

The next Dog Park meeting of the Citizens’ Dog 

Park will be September 17th at 9 a.m. at the United 

Methodist Church located at 113th and Alabama Ave-

nues. These meetings are open to all who would like to 

share their thoughts and suggestions on how to improve 

the amenities for the park. Many are taking advantage 

of meeting others at the Park. It is a great way to be 

outdoors, meet your neighbors and exercise your pets! 

For further information, please contact Margaret Chit-

tenden at 623-974-9756. 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events – get your 

pet’s Halloween outfit ready for the Halloween Parade 

at 2 p.m. at Maricopa Lake. October 28th – will be 

at the G.A.I.N. event at Greer Park from 4 to 8 p.m. 

Visit our booth at the G.A.I.N. event where committee 

members will be available to talk about the Park and 

there will be raffle items and items for purchase. All 

proceeds go to the Citizens’ Dog Park of Youngtown!

CAN I GET A LIFT??
The Dog Days of Summer – What a life!!!!

“Until one has loved an animal, a part of one’s 

soul remains unawakened.”

-------Anatole France

2016 G.A.I.N. and Box City Event
Join your neighbors for 

a day out by celebrating 

Youngtown’s G.A.I.N. and 

Box City fall celebration 

presented by Swell Farmacy 

at Youngtown on Saturday, 

October 28, 2016 between 

the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 

8:00 p.m. at Youngtown’s 

Greer Park located at 

11200 W. Alabama Ave., 

Youngtown, Az. 

Here in Youngtown, the 

G.A.I.N. event encourages 

residents to get together in a 

fun atmosphere to promote 

safety,  neighborhood 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 

celebrate the successes of 

crime prevention through 

community involvement. 

G.A.I.N. is also a day for 

the Town of Youngtown 

to show appreciation of 

those in the community 

who support our efforts in 

the day-to-day fight against 

crime. 

Meet local business 

owners who support your 

community. You will also 

see members of the Sun 

City Fire Department, the 

Maricopa County Sheriff’s 

Office, as well as Town 

Council members. This 

event is fun for the whole 

family with a Trunk and 

Treat, cakewalk, bicycle 

rodeo, live music, K9 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b y 

Maricopa County Sheriff’s 

Office (MCSO), and static 

displays from our first 

responders that will include 

the MCSO helicopter and 

MASH Unit and SCFD’s 

ladder truck!  

Box City helps children 

understand and appreciate 

urban design by combining 

art, architecture, creative 

thinking, city planning, 

design and construction, 

fun and learning into one 

comprehensive educational 

experience! COME HELP 

US BUILD!

We can’t wait to see 

you!
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CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
AARP Board
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

OFF: May, June, July

Larry Wise – 623-692-8127

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: first Friday of the month

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

OFF: June, July, August

Larry Wise – 623-692-8127

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month

7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

OFF: August

Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month of the month

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

OFF: June, July, August

Meets in the Youngtown Library

Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
Meet: every Monday

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every other month on the 3rd Friday

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Patrice Druel – 623-974-9816

OFF: June, and August

OIL & WATERCOLOR PAINTING
MEET: every Monday

9:00 a.m. - Noon

Beverly Meers – 972-5145

WOOD CARVERS CLUB
MEET: every Tuesday

8:00 a.m. - Noon

Terry Damato – 623-933-2426

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

OFF: June, July, August

Ray Jeffreys – 623-583-8047

YOUNGTOWN RV CLUB
MEET: 2nd Friday of the month

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

OFF: June, July, August, and September

Karen Duncan Haney – 623-297-6202

YOUNGTOWN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
MEET: Every Wednesday

10:30 a.m. - Noon

OFF: June, July, August

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-583-8047

All clubs meet iN the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted.

And hope that it don’t fail.

We soon reach Oklahomy,

And it seems purty nice.

I’m told, “Look out for whirly 

winds”,

They even warn me twice.

Man I sure ain’t hangin’ ‘round,

‘Cause right before my eyes,

The wind it blows a town away.

It comes as a surprise.

We reach the Painted Desert,

And it’s beauty makes me think,

What a sunny place 

to live,

But I can’t find a 

place to drink.

What the heck, we 

headed south,

And find the sun 

alright.

But it is hottern 

Hades,

And you freeze your 

butt at night.

We head for Old 

California.

The traffic scares me 

blind.

I’m prayin’ while I’m 

drivin’,

But my wife, she 

doesn’t mind.

The sky is full of freeways,

And the drivers that I see,

Are over, under and between.

It scares the hell out of me.

Then someone says, “What’s 

shakin?’”

And it’s everything in sight.

I really don’t know who to blame,

But I’m a lot uptight.

I’m going to a place I know.

It’s Youngtown, don’t you see.

It’s kinda small and peaceful.

But it’s home, sweet home to me.

Back in 2012, the Town of Youngtown bestowed the honor of the Town Poet 

Laureate to James Skiver, local poet and author, at a Town Council meeting. 

He continues to write his poems and stories, and publishes them in several 

local newspapers.

He has several self-published books in the Youngtown Library, and below 

is his latest poem:

“Wandering Willie” by Jim Skiver

Town Poet Laureate...

Mr. Skiver receiving his Proclamation from Mayor LeVault in 2012.

I think I got pneumonia,

And just might kick the bucket.

That’s what I get for living,

In the cold part of Nantucket.

I reckon I should find the sun.

My wife says she won’t wait.

I surely cannot leave;

The fishing is too great.

All my kids are sick of fish,

And are leaving one by one.

They say, “Come on dad,

Let’s go find some sun”.

I buy a fancy motor home,

And hit the dusty trail.

I guess I can afford the gas,

Youngtown Contact Information
12030 N. Clubhouse Square

Youngtown, AZ 85363

Mayor and Council: 623-933-8286
Town Administration: 623-933-8286
Building Inspector: 623-933-8286 

Ext. 117
Code Enforcement: 623-933-8286 

Ext. 134
Library: 623-974-3401

Municipal Court: 623-972-8226
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office
Non-emergency: 602-876-1011

Emergency: 9-1-1

Town Administrative Office hours
Monday through Friday

 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Website: www.youngtownaz.org
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*See the Rewards Center for details. Must be 21. Desert Diamond West Valley Rewards 
Card  necessary to participate. Management has the right to alter/cancel without notice.  

 Please play responsibly. An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation.

JOIN THE WINNING TEAM.
PLAY TODAY FOR YOUR SHARE OF

Starting August 21, you could be one of 60 lucky winners!

Win up to $5,000 weekly during 
Thursday Drawings | August 25 – September 29 

Every hour from 4PM – 8PM 
Plus, win up to $25,000 in the grand finale 

drawing on September 29 at 8:30PM

Experience the possibilities.

$94,000

41184 DDWV $94K Pigskin Pay Day 10.333 x 16" APPROVED.indd   1 7/7/16   3:56 PM


